Truck Beds Are for Cargo, Not Collies

By Lori Jo Oswald


Palmer resident Gregory Drummond was driving east on 5th Avenue in Anchorage on the way home one afternoon.  As the traffic stopped at a red light, he saw a dog leap out of the pickup truck in front of him. “The light turned green, the driver drove on, and the dog disappeared in the heavy traffic,” Drummond recalled.

An estimated 100,000 dogs die every year in the U.S. from falling out of pickup trucks, according to the American Humane Association.  According to E. Nakashima in Good Housekeeping, “In a recent survey, 71% of veterinarians reported treating dogs for injuries sustained by falling or jumping from cargo areas of pickup trucks. This percentage does not take into account countless dogs that were killed and not treated.”

The problem seems to be especially predominant in the Mat-Su.  Valley veterinarian Marion Varman said, “We once, while driving, saw a dog in the back of a truck, and said, ‘That’s an accident waiting to happen,’ and sure enough, the driver slammed on his brakes, and the dog went tumbling out of the truck.”  Another time while driving in the Valley, she saw a dog that had fallen out of a truck and had died.  At All Creatures Veterinary Clinic, Varman has seen several dogs brought in because of injuries sustained from falling out of trucks. “I once saw a puppy only 3 or 4 months old.  Luckily, he survived.”  But many don’t.


Another problem is eye injury, which can “seriously irritate mucous membranes,” AHA said. Pieces of grit can lodge in a dog’s eye and even cause permanent eye damage.


Weather becomes another problem for a dog in an open pickup bed.  “Rain, snow, and freezing temperatures are obvious problems, but even warm days have their dangers,” AHA said. “Hot sun can heat the metal floor of a truck bed enough to burn a pet’s paw pads.”   Dogs are highly susceptible to heat stroke, too.


Then there’s the liability issue, Varman said. “What if you’re parked at the store and your dog happens to bite someone who walks by the truck?”


The solution is simple: let your dog ride inside your truck cab or leave him at home.  If your dog has to ride in back, then put him in a crate that is secured to the walls of the truck bed.  Chaining or tying a dog in a truck bed is not recommended because of the obvious danger of hanging or choking. 

