Tips on Placing Animals
By Lori Jo Oswald

Humane society and animal control employees followed the following guidelines for those trying to find good homes for pets.  

1.  Have you ever had a cat or dog before?  If so, what happened to it?

2.  Do you plan to have the animal spayed or neutered?  (If they say no, don't place the animal with them because of pet overpopulation.)

3.  In the case of a dog, ask if they have a fenced yard.  If no fenced yard, do not place the animal.

4.  Be careful when placing an animal with people in the military; if they are transferred, they may not take their pets with them.  

5.  Always find out if they have very small children.  Never give a pet to people who are just getting the pet for their children.  Too often an animal that is just for the children is not taken care of by the children, and is resented by the adults.

6.  Cats should never be placed with people who just want them as mousers.

7.  Make sure no family member objects to a new pet. Resentment may cause mistreatment of the pet.

8.  Cats and kittens should always be taken to a new home in a carrier.

9.  ALWAYS get the name, address, and phone number of anyone who adopts a pet from you.  Check up to see that the pet is okay.

10. Find out whether the pet will be a lifetime commitment and allowed indoors.  I never adopt to those who have abandoned a pet at the pound, or had a pet euthanized because they didn't want to care for it long term.  It is also unfair to leave a pet outside all the time.

11. Will the pet be a part of the family?  You can ask many questions to determine this.  Do the potential owners understand the expense and time involved in owning and training a pet?  

12.  Have the adopter pay an adoption fee to cover spaying/neutering and shots, and then make sure these are done!

13.  Have them sign a contract stating that they will return the pet to you if they decide not to keep it.

